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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

     On Tuesday, March 9th 
Everybody Wins! DC (EW!
DC) held its 15th annual Gala 
at the Capital Hilton hotel. 
Through this remarkable 
evening we celebrated an-
other year of serving stu-
dents throughout the Wash-
ington Metropolitan area and 
honored the partners who 
make it all possible.  
      Opportunity was the theme 
of Secretary Arne Duncan’s 
keynote address at the event. 
The Secretary of Education 

was introduced by Key Elementary 5th grade honor student 
and athlete, Biruk Tibebe who jokingly asked Secretary Dun-

can to inform President Obama that she plays “a mean 
(basketball) pick-up game.” Tibebe, the oldest of five children, 
has been an EW!DC Power Lunch student for four years and 
dreams of one day becoming a doctor. 
     During the address Duncan explained that we, at this mo-
ment, have an extraordinary 
opportunity to transform pub-
lic education in this country 
and there is an urgency to do 
so. “Education is the tool to 
give our children the chance to 
be successful” he continued 
“and if we instill a love of lead-
ing and reading at an early age, 
children can do anything that 
they want.” Duncan also 
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Everybody Wins! DC Supporter To Receive Washington Business  
Journal’s 2010 Minority Business Leader Award 

U.S. Secretary of Education and Community Leaders Support Everybody  
Wins! DC at 15th Annual Gala Celebration 

     Credence Management Solutions LLC’s 
CEO Sid Chowdhary has been recognized as 
one of the region's top 25 minority business 
leaders by the Washington Business Journal’s 
2010 Minority Business Leader Awards pro-
gram.  Chowdhary is an award winning execu-
tive of a successful growth oriented company, 
and leads his life based on the charitable model 
predicated on the values of Trust, Partnership, 
and Success.   
     He has been instrumental in developing 
several innovative partnerships for Everybody 
Wins! DC (EW!DC) and has been an advocate 

of our mentoring and literacy programs. 
     Over the past few years Chowdhary has 
steered Credence’s revenue to a 300% growth 
by new contract acquisitions and organic 
growth.  During this same period, he received 
notable recognition as one of the rising stars in 
the field of information technology within the 
region. Impressively, Chowdhary has grown 
both his company and personal community 
and philanthropic engagement during this pe-
riod.  While many other companies would have 
focused on the challenges surrounding steering 
a growth oriented firm, Chowdhary took a 

Everybody Wins! DC’s office lease is ending soon and we need your help.  We are looking for donated or greatly reduced  
office space opportunities.  Please contact Executive Director Mary Salander if you or your organization may be able to  

assist.  Mary can be reached at (202) 347-9467 ext 11 or msalander@everybodywinsdc.org.  Thank you! 

Secretary of Education Arne Duncan and 
Biruk Tibebe read together at the Gala 

Gala Emcee, NBC’s Norah O’Donnell  
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applauded the teachers and principals in 
the room for their daily efforts and 
thanked the entire EW!DC family for 
their commitment and hard-work. Dun-
can and Tibebe finished by reading an 
excerpt from “You Read to Me, I’ll Read 

to You.”, by Mary Ann Hoberman. 
     EW!DC was delighted that NBC’s 
very own Norah O’Donnell, served as 
the nights emcee!  O’Donnell is the 
Chief Washington Correspondent of 
MSNBC and was gracious enough to 
step-in for her colleague, Chris Mat-
thews, who was called away on assign-
ment. An EW!DC event wouldn’t be 
complete without our students. The 
Amidon Cheering Squad kicked off the 
program with an energetic routine and 
the Thomson Elementary School Choir 

performed two wonderful songs mid-
way through the program.  
     Tyler Elementary mentor Gerry 
Lamb was the 2010 recipient of the 
Minnon Friedman Mentor of the Year 
award. The award was established in 
memory of Minnon Friedman, a long-
time mentor who read for 11 years in the 
Power Lunch program, retiring just short 
of her 100th birthday. This award recog-
nizes an individual who demonstrates 
outstanding leadership and commitment 
as a Reading Mentor in the Power Lunch 
program. Lamb is the Director of Gov-
ernment relations at General Dynamics 
and has been a mentor for 13 years at 
Tyler Elementary School. During this 
time he has not only read with and in-
spired four students, but also continues 
to inspire his colleagues in becoming 
Reading Mentors through his heartfelt 
speeches at information sessions. It was 
particularly fitting that a self-described 
“kid at heart” was this year’s recipient. 
Lamb received the award from his men-
tee 3rd grader Damion Sams and EW!DC 
Board Member, General (ret.) Les Lyles.  
     Reading Mentor Vicki Kennedy along 
with her mentee, Larenai Swann pre-
sented Sen. Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) and 
Rep. Jim Moran  (D-Va.) with the Con-
gressional Service Awards. The Members 
of Congress respectively have the most 
staffers participating in the Power Lunch 
program as Reading Mentors. 

     Sen. Harkin returned to the stage to 
present the sponsor awards. Collecting 
the Corporate Leadership Awards were 
Hugh Redd on behalf of General Dy-
namics and Howard Woolley on behalf 
of Verizon. The Principal Award to 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP was received by 
firm Partner and chairman of EW!DC 
Board of Directors, Mark Young.   
     The event also included an enticing 
silent and live auction including sports 
memorabilia, art, jewelry, airline tickets, 
entertainment packages and much more. 
The ever energetic Washington Na-
tional’s Mascot Screech stopped by the 
reception to take pictures and mingle 
with our many guests. 
     We would like to thank our sponsors, 
gala program participants, Reading Men-
tors and friends for your invaluable sup-
port. Because of you, this annual event 
was a success!  

EW!DC’s 15th Annual Gala Celebration (continued from page 1) 

     For the past six years Burson-
Marsteller, the leading international 
global public relations and communica-
tions firm, has been plying its skills to 
assist Everybody Wins! DC (EW!DC).  
EW!DC’s attractive Open Books Open 
Doors themed Gala program is the artis-
tic creation of the Burson-Marsteller 
team.  The Open Books Open Doors 
theme has been utilized as the focal 
point for our Gala Celebration, which 
provides EW!DC the financial support 
to operate impactful programs.   
     Burson-Marsteller’s most impressive 
impact, however, has been its continued 

involvement with the Power Lunch pro-
gram at Thomson Elementary School.  
Reading Mentors from Burson-
Marsteller not only share a love of read-
ing, but they possess a passion and dedi-
cation to their mentees.  A couple of 
Reading Mentors from Burson-
Marsteller describe their participation in 
Power Lunch: 
     “I am beginning to see a new confi-
dence in my student with both his read-
ing level and his personal interactions” 
explains Brenn Huckstepp. “His shift 
from Dr. Seuss books to more advanced 
chapter books and his increasing com-

fort in telling me how his day is going is 
very encouraging for me and keeps me 
going back every week.”  
     Finally, Megan Kirkpatrick describes 
why she continues to be a Reading Men-
tor “I look forward to Wednesday at 
12:30 each week that I read to my men-
tee. The stress of work melts away when 
I see my reading partner walk in the 
room with her school lunch and a big 
smile on her face. Seeing her get excited 
to read with me makes it all worth the 
commitment.”  

Highlighting a Partner: Burson-Marsteller 

Mentor of the Year Award recipient Gerry Lamb 
with his student, 3rd grader Damion Sams, and  

General (ret.) Les Lyles (right).  

Vicki Kennedy and her reading partner Larenai 
Swann at the Gala 
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     In October of 2009, Power 
Lunch pair Cynthia (Cindi) 
O’Connor and Megan An-
drews set a goal to read 50 
books by the end of the year.  
Just six months later, first 
grader Megan, from Francis 
Stevens Elementary School, 
read her 50th book with her 
Reading Mentor Cindi.  Her 
immediate response was, “Will 
I still get to be in Everybody 
Wins?”  Cindi and Megan have 
already set a new goal for the 
next school year: To once 
again read 50 books, but this time 
explore more difficult books such 
as chapter books. 
     O’Connor, associate director for 
KPMG, has been a Reading Mentor with 
Everybody Wins! DC’s (EW!DC) Power 
Lunch program for six years.  She quotes 
her reason for participating: “I saw that 
there was a great need, and an hour a 
week is easy to fit into my schedule.”  

With her face lighting up as she talks, 
O’Connor describes her reading partner 
Megan as “delightful and funny.”   
     Megan in return enjoys reading with a 
“fun” O’Connor .” This is Megan’s first 
year in the program and  her favorite 
books are the Amelia Bedelia series. 
     Every Monday, at the start of their 

reading session, O’Connor 
lays out five books on the 
table, she reads the titles out 
loud, and Megan chooses the 
book that she would like to 
read first.  As the session 
goes on, O’Connor continues 
to let her mentee select the 
books.  One particular week, 
they started chatting a bit 
longer than usual, then 
O’Connor simply asked 
“Which book would you like 
to read first?”  Megan replied, 
“Aren’t you going to read the 

titles to me?” Creatures of habit, 
they have quickly developed their 

own traditions when reading. 
     As the year continues, both O’Con-
nor and Megan look forward to adding 
on to their list of books read.  While the 
chapter books may be harder, they will 
work together to reach their new goal. 

The Power of Two: Cindi O’Connor and Megan Andrews  

Reading Scores Increase at River Terrace 

Megan and Cindi at Francis Stevens Elementary School 

    Students at River Terrace Elementary 
School are making amazing strides in 
their reading!  This is the ninth year 
River Terrace has been part of the Read-
ers Are Leaders program.  With the sup-
port of Principal Shannon D. Foster and 
the dedication of School Coordinator 
Brenda Artis, Everybody Wins! DC 
(EW!DC) has created an engaging read-
ing experience for students of all grade 

levels.  
Students 
not only 
read to-
gether 
once a 
week, but 
also re-
spond to 
and engage 
in their 
literature.  
They regu-
larly com-
plete book 

reviews of what they read, sharing their 
opinions of the books, drawing favorite 
scenes, and even recommending books 
to friends.  Artis selects a “Book of the 
Month” in addition to one featured by 
the school, students then read and re-
view them. Other reading-related activi-
ties include students creating newspaper 
headlines about what they have read and 
discussing books with their partner or 
the School Coordinator. 
     How are the students’ minds being 
strengthened?  Well, it is all in the data!  
DC Public School students’ guided read-
ing levels are assessed quarterly in the 
Text Reading Comprehension compo-
nent of the DIBELS (Dynamic Indica-
tors of Basic Early Literacy Skills) test.  
Student progress is also monitored bi-
weekly.  Ninety-eight percent of the 
EW!DC participants have increased 
their guided reading level by at least one 
level and several students have increased 
by multiple levels.   

     

Joseph Addison, famous English poet, 
once stated, “Reading is to the mind, 
what exercise is to the body.”  With this 
in mind, Principal Foster embraces a 
holistic approach to education and 
Brenda Artis’s commitment has enabled 
Readers Are Leaders to thrive at River 
Terrace.  

Readers Are Leaders student Ronia 
Wood at River Terrace 

Readers Are Leaders student Chinyere 
Massey at River Terrace 
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Everybody Wins! DC 2010 Gala Sponsors  

Principal Principal   
Kirkland & Ellis LLP  

Reynolds American Inc. 

Teacher Teacher   
Sidley Austin LLP  

The Clark Charitable Foundation 

Venable LLP  

Superintendent  
General Dynamics 

Verizon 

Vice Principal Vice Principal   
Baker & McKenzie LLP  

Jenner & Block LLP  

Rachel Carren & Mark Young 

Amidon Cheering 
Squad  

Coach ContinuedCoach Continued   
HighRoads, Inc. 

Hilton Worldwide 

JPMorgan  

Norma & Kwang H.  Kim 

KPMG  

Mercer  

Faye Berger & Andy Mitchell  

National Education Association  

PricewaterhouseCoopers  

Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal LLP  

The Harbour Group  

Towers Watson    

Coach  Coach    
Acuity, Inc. 

Advanse International, Inc. 

Candice Evans & Dick Belanger 

Blank Rome LLP  

Covington & Burling LLP  

CTIA - The Wireless Association  

Doggett Enterprises, Inc. 

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP  The Nationals Mascot 
Screech and Venable 

guests  

StudentStudent   
Aetna  

Marjorie & Robert Bedingfield  

Binary Group  

The Caring Foundation of BlueCross Blue-

Shield of Alabama  

Building Hope  

C -SPAN  

Charles River Associates  

CIGNA H EALTH C ARE  
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Thank You For Supporting Our Gala Event! 
Everybody Wins! DC extends a heartfelt thanks to all of the companies, organizations and friends who sponsored  

and attended the 15th Annual Gala. With you by our side, we are able to bring the EW!DC programs into our  
communities to touch the lives of thousands of children in need. 

Thanks for the support of the generous partners listed on these two pages, we had a sensational event. 
Thank you for making it possible to share the joy of reading and the power of mentoring with thousands of eager children. 

Student ContinuedStudent Continued   
CME Group  

Cornerstone Research 

Credence Management Solutions LLC  

Karen & Vic De Santis  

Elmendorf Strategies  

Anita & Noel Epstein  

Ernst & Young LLP  

EuroMotorcars  

Fiduciary Asset Management, LLC  

FMAS Corporation  

Hewitt Associates 

Gloria & Arnie Koonin  

Landow & Company Builders, Inc. 

Lerch, Early & Brewer, Chartered  

Marge Levin 

PINP, INC  

Powers, Pyles, Sutter & Verville, PC  

Reznick Group  

Mary & Jim Salander 

Judy & Michael Sanders  

Libby & David Savner 

Vivian & Garry Schweitz 

Securities Industry and Financial Markets Association  

Thomson Reuters 

T -Mobile  

Trion Group, Inc 

White & Case LLP   

Everybody Wins! DC 2010 Gala Sponsors Continued  

Congressman Jim 
Moran, Vicki 
Kennedy and 
Larenai Swann  

Secretary of Education  
Arne Duncan giving the 
keynote address 

Senator Tom Harkin 
(left) with Howard 

Woolley of Verizon 
and Hugh Redd of 
General Dynamics 
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Sid Chowdhary To Receive Business Journal Award 

Neval Thomas Students Pilot Visual Thinking Strategies 
     During the month of March, third 
and fourth-grade students in the Readers 
Are Leaders program at Neval Thomas 
Elementary School had the chance to 
pilot Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS).  
VTS is a curriculum and facilitated dis-
cussion method that uses visual art to 
improve critical thinking and language 
skills.   
     Program Supervisor Mieke Fay met 
with the students on four consecutive 
Wednesdays to show students the cur-
riculum images and facilitate discussions 
of two images.  These pilot sessions were 
implemented to gauge the feasibility of 
running a full VTS curriculum over the 
course of a year and to see how VTS 
might enhance the Readers Are Leaders 
program.  Everybody Wins! DC (EW!
DC) was interested to see whether stu-
dents’ methods of communication 

changed and whether their vocabulary 
increased.  Principal Ruth Barnes, who 
participated in a VTS session with her 

students, saw immediate benefits.  
“Students have the opportunity to ex-
press their ideas of what they see in the 
picture in a risk free environment.  There 
is no right or wrong answer.  This en-
courages the quiet or shy student to be 
involved.”  She also noted that, “As stu-
dents explore these visualization strate-
gies, they develop critical thinking.  It 
enables students to use their prior knowl-
edge to engage in the discussion.” 
     The successful piloting of VTS has 
led EW!DC to consider ways to incorpo-
rate VTS into our programs in the future.  
One possibility is to use the technique to 
discuss illustrations in books that contain 
very few or no words, allowing pairs or 
groups of students to create a story to-
gether and adding another facet to our 
programs.  Stay tuned!  

Students at Thomas Elementary School participate 
in a VTS session 

much different approach, and focused 
his time and effort in helping quality 

non-profit organizations achieve their 
goals while still growing his company.  
     The 3rd Annual Minority Business 

Leader Awards program will be held at 
the end of April. 

(Continued from page 1) 

     “The influence of a beautiful, helpful 
character is contagious, and may revolu-
tionize a whole town.” Collier Graham’s 
quote is the perfect description for the 
enthusiasm that spreads during Every-
body Wins! DC’s (EW!DC) annual Bring 
a Friend Campaign. In honor of Na-
tional Mentoring Month, the campaign 
ran in all 11 of the Power Lunch schools. 
A special contest applied to schools that 
were still in need of reaching student 
goals. During the month of January, 
EW!DC invited Reading Mentors to 
share their experience with a friend or 
colleague to encourage their participation 
in the Power Lunch program. The guests 
were able to join the reading sessions, 
meet their colleague’s student mentee, 
browse EW!DC book selections, and 
learn more about the Power Lunch pro-
gram. 

     Proud and enthusiastic Reading Men-
tors immediately passed on information 
to their colleagues, giving them the op-
portunity to join along in their reading 
sessions.  While there was no official 
winner for the person who brought in 
the most friends (due to several ties 
across the programs), Tyler Elementary 
School, in particular, benefited greatly 

with the new mentors.  
      New mentors from the U.S. House 
of Representatives, U.S. Senate, as well 
as the U.S. Coast Guard and U.S. Naval 
Sea Systems Command joined the Power 
Lunch program and as a result, Tyler 
Elementary School has reached its  goal 
for the first time in several years! Lt. 
Sean Peterson of the U.S. Coast Guard 
joined the program after hearing about it 
through the campaign.  
     “I hadn’t done volunteer work in a 
while, and this seemed like a great idea. I 
enjoy reading and the opportunity to 
encourage a child to do so as well” Pe-
terson says. EW!DC  would like to ex-
tend a special thanks to all who partici-
pated, allowing eager students to be re-
moved from our waitlists, and have the 
opportunity to read with a caring adult 
mentor. 

EW!DC Launches Bring a Friend Campaign in honor of National Mentoring Month 

Ayanna Luwaan and Laura Lynch at Tyler 
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EW!DC Office Staff 

EW!DC School Coordinators  

Dick Belanger, Esq.  
Sidley Austin LLP 

Amy Bess, Esq.—General Counsel 
Vedder Price, P.C. 

Linda Ferri 
Advanse International 
Kwang H Kim 

Private Investor 
Arnold Koonin 

Citigroup Smith Barney 
General (ret.) Les Lyles 

Independent Consultant 
Christopher McGee—Secretary 

Mercer 
Richard Mintz  

The Harbour Group  
Andrew Mitchell, CPA—Treasurer 

Romano & Mitchell 
Hugh Redd 

General Dynamics 
Mary Salander—Executive Director 

Everybody Wins! DC 
Michael I. Sanders, Esq. 

Blank Rome LLP 
Howard Woolley 

Verizon Wireless 
Mark Young, Esq.—Chairman  

Kirkland & Ellis LLP 
Noel Epstein—Emeritus 

Washington Post-Retired 
Arthur Tannenbaum—Emeritus 

Everybody Wins! USA 

Power Lunch  
Patrice Barber, Amidon 

Khai Booker, Francis Stevens 
Celeste Brown, Thomson 

Ann Bullock, Floater 
Priscilla Cole, Walker-Jones 

Janet Ganak, Garrison 
Monique Hyacinth, Brent 

Pamela Moore, Walker-Jones 
Samantha O’Leary, Key 

Alexis Paul, Tyler 
Doris Pena, Marie Reed 

Katherine Ryan, Highland View 
Caroline Shedlock, Key 

Kate Sims, Ross 
Arianne St. Louis, Amidon 

Regina Stewart, Tyler 
Leah Taylor, Marie Reed 

Chalis Waizenegger, Brent 
Nanita Wilson, Floater 

 
Readers Are Leaders 

Brenda Artis, River Terrace 
Jenna Greenspan, Tubman 
Nikisha Dunmore, Wilson 

Gloria Fantroy, Drew 
Jennifer Halsey, Thomas 
Darlene Jones, Burville 

Donna McKinney, Seaton 
Julia Ann McNeal, King 

Tracy Sharbaugh, Raymond 

 
Mary Salander 
Executive Director 

Lucinda Mulzac 
Program Director  
Jerry Wnuck 
Staff Accountant 
Vinny Hughes 

Operations Manager 
Lavanya Poteau 

Volunteer & Congressional Coordinator  
 

Roopa Purohit 
Development & Communications Manager 

Anne Lee 
Office and Site Manager 
Monique Riviere 

Data Manager 
Power Lunch 

Hillah Culman 
Danielle Platt 

Program Supervisors 
Lyn McGann 

Senior Program Coach 

EW!DC is committed to transforming the lives of children through reading; to opening the doors to  
learning and opportunity; and to inspiring both students and mentors through the power of  

sharing and caring. Join us to discover the joy of reading! 

Readers Are Leaders/StoryTime 
Michelle Smith  

Program Coach 
Mieke Fay 

Program Supervisor 
VISTA/AmeriCorps Staff 

Jenna Greenspan 
Monique Hyacinthe 
Caroline Shedlock 

Marie Reed student Carlos Buruca with reading mentor, 
Nate West from Kirkland & Ellis LLP. 

Washington Sports & Entertainment’s, Jennifer Thomas 
and her mentee, Amonie Carrington at Walker-Jones. 



 

 EVERYBODY WINS! DC WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OF OUR  
MANY PARTICIPATING COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS: 

  Everybody Wins! DC 
  1100 G Street, NW  
  Suite 1030  
  Washington, DC 20005  
  Phone:  (202) 347 -9467  
  Fax:      (202) 347 -9504  
  www.everybodywinsdc.org  

U.S. Senate?U.S. House of Representatives?U.S. Air Force?U.S. Coast Guard?U.S. Court of Appeals for the Armed Services?U.S. 
Department of Defense/Joint Staff?U.S. Department of Education?U.S. Department of Energy?U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services?U.S. Department of Justice?U.S. Department of Labor?U.S. Department of State?US Department of Defense/
Army?U.S Department of  Defense/ Navy?U.S. Department of Transportation?US Department of Veterans Affairs?U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency?U.S. Food and Drug Administration?Library of Congress?U.S. Naval Sea Systems Command?US Office 
of Homeland Security?DC Department of Motor Vehicles?DC Office of Administrative Hearings?DC Office of the Chief Tech-
nology Officer?Academy for Educational Development?Altman Dispute Resolution Services?American Geophysical Union 
?American Institute for Cancer Research? API?Applied Knowledge Sciences?BAE Systems North America?Baker Donelson Bear-
man Caldwell & Berkowitz PC?Barnes & Noble Booksellers?Battelle?Booz Allen Hamilton, Inc.?Bureau of Labor Statistics?  
Burson-Marsteller?Chadbourne & Park?Charles River Associates?Child and Family Services Agency?CNN?CoBank 
?Congressional Quarterly?Combined Properties Inc.?Commodity Futures Trading Commission?C-SPAN?CTIA – The Wireless 
Association?DC Central Kitchen?DC Office of Campaign Finance?DCPS, Office of the Chancellor?Deloitte?Democratic Na-
tional Committee?DIRECTV, Inc.?Discovery Communications, Inc.?Embassy of the United Arab Emirates?Everybody Wins! 
DC?Farmer Mac?Federal Labor Relations Authority?Foley & Lardner?General Dynamics?Georgetown Law?German Marshall 
Fund of the United States?Glover Park Group?The Harbour Group?Hogan & Hartson LLP?HONDA?Humanities Council of 
DC?Institute of Policy Studies?International Reading Association?Jenner & Block LLP?Kilpatrick Stockton LLP?Kirkland & Ellis 
LLP?Kiwanis Club of Washington?KPMG LLP?KRAFT?Latham & Watkins LLP?MAERSK Inc.?McGraw-Hill Compa-
nies?McLeod, Watkinson & Miller?Mecca Court 2 Daughters of Isis?Medtronic, Inc.?Montgomery County Public Schools 
?National Association of Broadcasters?National Association of College & University Attorneys?National Cooperative Bank? 
National Council of Negro Women?National Education Association?National Geographic Society?National Governors’ Associa-
tion?National Institutes of Health?National Public Radio?Newhouse News Service?Nickerson & Associates?Peace Corps? 
OPIC?PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP?Reading is Fundamental?Ropes & Gray LLP?Sidley Austin LLP ?Sonnenschein Nath & 
Rosenthal LLP?Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP?Thomas & Herbert Consulting LLC?University of Phoenix?U.S. Bank?Venable 
LLP DC?The Washington Post?Washington Nationals?Washington Sports & Entertainment?Westmoreland Congregational 
UCC?White & Case LLP?The White House Executive Office?YMCA of Metropolitan Washington  

As of April 2010 
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