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Dear Friends:  

What an amazing year! More than 1,300 one-on-one mentoring hours delivered, almost
1,000 students joining StoryTime activities, and 13,000 free books given away to kids
and classrooms. Even better were the thousands of smiles on our students’ faces as
they once again sat side-by-side with their mentors. 

When COVID closed schools in March 2020, we thought it would be just a few weeks
until our mentors and students could resume their weekly reading sessions. Instead, it
took 2.5 years to get our volunteers back in the classroom. And while EWDC
successfully launched new programs that kept kids remotely engaged through reading,
we all missed the quality time spent supporting our students in person.  

That’s why the 2022-23 program year was so special for EWDC. Not only did we
continue to grow some of the new programs launched during the pandemic, but we also
relaunched in-person mentoring sessions at 7 locations across the DC region. All the
hard work and incredible support - support from people like you – gave us the gift to
start again. We didn’t waste a minute. 

As you will see in this report, Power Readers helped our students become stronger
readers and more confident individuals, all while finding joy in books. At the same time,
we used books to create greater representation for all young readers and used stories
to show kids that there is an amazing world beyond their own communities. The year
was also filled with new partnerships that brought the joy of reading to kids and
rekindled relationships that had been with EWDC since our launch in 1995. Like we said,
what an amazing year it’s been.  

We are incredibly grateful to all our volunteers, partners, sponsors and friends who
helped us get to where we are today. Together, we are engaging children’s minds,
empowering their growth, and inspiring their futures. Thank you all for being part of this
incredible journey and for giving our students the tools they need to succeed.  

With gratitude, 

Jill Sommers 
Chair, Board of Directors

Jordi Hutchinson 
Executive Director 
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Our Story
EWDC got its start in 1995, matching
Senators and Senate staff with
elementary students at Brent Elementary
School (DCPS) to read together for one
hour a week. No assignments, no exams.
Just quality time spent reading, laughing,
and learning. The success of these early
reading sessions helped EWDC become
who we are today: a regional non-profit
that brings the benefits of books to
thousands of children each year. Through
one-on-one mentoring, group reading
activities, and free book distributions, our
students become stronger readers,
enthusiastic learners, and more confident
individuals. We are helping children build
the foundation they need to succeed.

An estimated 90,000 children served.

More than 36,000 books given away
since the launch of The Book Project
in 2019. 

Keeping programs 100% free for
families and schools - nobody has to
pay to benefit from our reading
activities.

Launching new focus areas that help
address racial justice and elevate
diversity, empathy, and inclusion
through reading.  

Integrating new themes into EWDC
programs to help students better
develop their social-emotional skills
and expand their horizons, including
using StoryTime to support career
exploration and social justice issues.  

With 28 years of continuous service to
families, EWDC has had a positive impact
on a generation of readers across the
Washington Metro Area. Major
organizational milestones and
accomplishments include: 

O U R  M I S S I O N

Everybody Wins DC harnesses the power of
reading to help kids thrive at school and in life.
Our programs support students’ academic
and social-emotional development, expand
their horizons, and foster a love of reading and
learning. But that’s not all. By creating
opportunities for kids to read or be read to,
EWDC is connecting volunteers with their
communities, providing schools with needed
resources, and promoting empathy,
understanding, and inclusion.

Through reading, everybody wins.  
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Readers appreciate
accurate information

Power Readers School/Site

StoryTime Event

EWDC Little Free Library

Book Project Distribution

SERVICE SITES

33 6,076
CHILDREN SERVED

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1tQKVvBcMeZreygg7jXchBz-lnOlhpPc&usp=sharing


In 2022, 82% of white 4th grade students in DC were at
or above reading proficiency compared to 21% of
Hispanic and 13% of Black students.  

In 2022, Black and Hispanic elementary school students
and English Learners responded less favorably than
peers on several social-emotional scales, including self-
efficacy, self-management, and social-awareness.  

Low-income families have fewer books in the home
than their middle and upper-class peers, leading to
fewer opportunities to read for pleasure, a key indicator
of future success. 

When children read, they succeed. Reading proficiency at
the elementary school level is linked to increased high
school and college graduation rates, stronger performance
in future careers, and better health outcomes. But reading
alone isn’t the answer. Children also need the social-
emotional competencies that will help them overcome
obstacles and achieve their dreams. 

These skills, reading and social-emotional learning, are
interconnected, each affecting the development of the
other. Yet too many children aren’t getting the support
they need to truly thrive. And with COVID-19 exacerbating
educational and economic disparities, the success gap
among our children is widening each and every day.  

The Need

Education officials estimate it will take years to fill the academic and social-
emotional gaps created by the pandemic. That is time our kids don’t have.
Without additional support now, these vulnerable students will lose a critical
chance at success later in life. That's where EWDC steps in.
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Reading skills and social-emotional learning are key to a child’s future success at school
and in life. Also important is having a positive attitude about reading. Children with
positive reading attitudes are more willing to read, have greater proficiency, and can
learn more about the world around them through the stories presented. 

EWDC programs focus on these three, interconnected areas with the goal of improving
outcomes for our students. Here are just a few ways we incorporate this approach into
our program activities: 

Our Approach
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Reading Skills

Power Readers: Weekly sessions with a mentor provide
regular reading practice in a judgement-free setting.
The Book Project: Book distributions build families’ home
libraries and the more books kids have at home, the stronger
readers they become.
StoryTime: Reading aloud to children models positive reading
behavior, builds vocabulary skills, and increases reading
motivation.

Social-Emotional
Learning

Power Readers: Regular time spent with a mentor helps
children build confidence, self-value, and interpersonal skills.
The Book Project: Books distributed promote key social-
emotional competencies, including perseverance, empathy,
and confidence.
StoryTime: Books selected for read aloud events highlight
themes that support social-emotional learning, helping
children build self- and social-awareness and see their own
pathways to success.

Attitudes
About Reading

Power Readers: Weekly sessions are rooted in the joy of
reading rather than the stress of learning, helping promote
and maintain positive reading experiences.
The Book Project: Book distributions help children access
new and engaging books that they enjoy, creating reading
motivation and excitment.
StoryTime: Volunteer readers show kids how books can have
a positive impact on their life, improving how children relate
to reading.



Power Readers is a reading-based mentoring program
that matches volunteers from the community with
elementary school students to read together for an
hour a week during the school year. There are no
lesson plans and our volunteers aren’t teaching kids
to read. Instead, Power Readers gives children a safe
and judgement-free space to practice their reading
and find joy in books. At the same time, the personal
attention from a mentor helps students build core
social-emotional competencies, something critical to
success in the classroom and beyond. 

Power Readers:
One-on-One Mentoring

1,349
MENTORING HOURS

7
SERVICE SITES

106
WEEKLY SESSIONS
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"Self-confidence has been the
biggest area of impact for

students! They love going to
their session and feel great

when they return!"

-EWDC Partner School Teacher



93%

95%

85%

91%

83%

86%

STRONGER READERS

READING ENJOYMENT

READING DEVELOPMENT

93% of students reported that Power Readers
made them stronger readers

95% of students said Power Readers made
reading more fun

85% of mentors saw growth in their
mentee’s reading development

SELF-CONFIDENCE

SEL DEVELOPMENT

EXPANDED HORIZONS

91% of students said having a Power Readers
mentor helped them feel more confident

83% of mentors saw growth in their
mentee’s social-emotional development

86% of students learned something, such as
a new subject or career, from their mentor

Power Readers Results
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"Power Readers
lets me have a

stronger voice and
more motivation in

reading."
-Power Readers Student

"It was wonderful to see [my mentee]'s
confidence grow as her reading improved.

We built a fun, trusting relationship and
enjoyed learning together each week."

-Power Readers Mentor



The Book Project, EWDC’s free distribution program,
surrounds kids with books that engage their minds,
encourage their growth, and inspire their futures. The
program hosts direct distributions to children participating
in EWDC’s Power Readers and StoryTime programs as well
as hosting schoolwide and community-based giveaway
events. EWDC also manages 21 Little Free Libraries, almost
all of which are in “book deserts,” so that children can have
immediate access to new books in their own communities.
Combined, these efforts put thousands of free books into
kids’ hands each year. Even more important is that the
majority of books distributed elevate characters,
communities, and perspectives often underrepresented in
children’s literature. All children should get a chance to see
themselves and their dreams represented on the page and
The Book Project is working to make that a reality. 

The Book Project:
Free Distributions 13,061

BOOKS DISTRIBUTED

73%
READ IN COLOR

173
DISTRIBUTION
EVENTS

33
SERVICE SITES

5,030
CHILDREN SERVED
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"The book distributions have been highlights of our
year. We're grateful and our community is grateful!"

-JoAnn Leleck ES Staff

7,186 IMPACT MOMENTS



When children’s books celebrate the diversity that
exists within and across communities, all young
readers get the chance to see that their stories
matter. Diverse books also provide children with
windows into communities other than their own,
promoting empathy, understanding, and inclusion. 

Unfortunately, many kids who would benefit most
from diverse books live in neighborhoods that are
considered “book deserts” or have other
challenges in accessing new books on a regular
basis. That is why EWDC partners with Little Free
Library for their Read in Color initiative, an effort
designed to increase access to books that elevate
BIPOC voices, LGBTQIA+ stories, and other
perspectives often left off the page. Though this
partnership, EWDC hosts 21 Read in Color Little
Free Libraries across the Washington Metro Area. 

To make an even greater impact, EWDC has
expanded our commitment to Read in Color to all
Book Project distributions. During the 2022-23
program year, EWDC distributed 9,568 Read in
Color books, helping thousands of children see
themselves - and their dreams - represented on
the page. 
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Read in Color Initiative

"The books that EWDC
distributes in our

communities help kids
build awareness of
what's possible!"

- EWDC Program Partner

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1oHZFKMIhuze-Y5oli67JtqboCAk2QHUH&usp=sharing


38
GROUP READING
EVENTS

6
PARTNER SCHOOLS

929
CHILDREN SERVED

EWDC’s read aloud program, StoryTime, brings together
small groups of students to connect with a special guest
over a book and guided discussion. For younger students,
StoryTime follows a traditional read aloud format, with
volunteers modeling positive literacy behaviors and
introducing themes and concepts through the selected
texts. For older students, volunteers present books, stories,
or other written texts that align with their personal
experiences, such as highlighting their career path and
overcoming adversity, or addressing important topics like
social justice. These reading experiences open students'
minds to new ideas and opportunities while reinforcing
core literacy skills.

StoryTime:
Group Reading

"Wonderful support! EWDC has fostered a positive environment around
literacy. Our students have been exposed to topics they would not have
been during StoryTimes. Students are so excited for book distributions to
take home books of their own."

-J.O. Wilson ES Staff

71% OF STORYTIMES PRESENTED SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL THEMES
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NASA StoryTime at Innovation ES
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StoryTime Fun!

"The students loved
hearing from athletes

who led the
StoryTime and it

really made reading
seem cool!"

-JoAnn Leleck ES Staff

Literacy Day StoryTime at Tyler ES NPR StoryTime at JO Wilson ES

Attorney General Schwalb StoryTime at Marie Reed ES

UMD Football StoryTime at JoAnn Leleck ES Attorney General Racine StoryTime at Savoy ES
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Special Program Activities

EWDC volunteers stepped
up to support our students
in a new and exciting way.

For the first time, we
participated in J.O. Wilson

Elementary School’s Career
Day. Volunteers from EWDC

partners, including NPR,
Amazon, and Google, gave
their time to meet with 4th
and 5th grade students to
talk about their personal

journeys, professional
development, and how
reading played a role in

their success.  

Highlights included some amazing new Reading
Role Models that helped bring the joy of reading
to life for students across the Washington Metro
Area. Through a new partnership with The Best is
Ahead Foundation, student-athletes from the
University of Maryland football team visited EWDC
schools to read with students, share life lessons,
and show kids that reading can help you be a
winner on and off the field. EWDC also had 50
young women leaders from around the world who
were part of the 2023 Cherry Blossom Princess
Program visit two partner schools. These special
guests shared books from their home states and
countries with some of our youngest students. 

Each year, EWDC is proud to host special program activities that go beyond Power
Readers, StoryTime, and The Book Project as a way to help our students thrive. Program
year 2022-23 was no exception: these special activities reached more than 600
students, giving them a gift of reading that will last a lifetime.  



"I want to support
others to have the

same opportunities
and gifts I got from
books and reading."

-EWDC Volunteer

"[Volunteering with
EWDC] is always a great
way to feel connected to
the community and share
my love for learning and

reading!"

-Power Readers Mentor

PARTNER
ORGANIZATIONS

38
VOLUNTEERS 

1,405

VOLUNTEER HOURS

3,983
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EWDC hosts a number of events that raise funds needed to keep programs 100% free
for families, schools, and community partners. EWDC thanks all event sponsors and
attendees for their support and the impact they have on children's lives.

EWDC Events

Thank you to Title Sponsor CoBank and
to our top-level sponsors Farm Credit,

S3 Group, The American Petroleum
Institute, The National Cotton Council,

and Ducks Unlimited for their
commitment to our students.

Congratulations to S3 Group for the win!

AG OPEN GOLF TOURNAMENT

The legal community battles it out in this
annual trivia tournament.

Congratulations to Akin Gump,
aka The Akin Enigmas, for taking home
the trivia trophy! Thank you to Sidley

Austin LLP for hosting this year's event.

LAWYERS FOR LITERACY
TRIVIA NIGHT

The evening raised over $270,000 to
bring EWDC programs to kids and

communities across the DC region.

Thank you to our top-level sponsors:
The American Petroleum Institute,

Bloomberg Philanthropies, Mark Young &
Rachel Carren, CTIA, JBG Smith, JLL, and

FGS Global for the generous support.

READ TO DREAM FUNDRAISER



Corporation/Business
$458,986

Household
$286,029

Foundation
$80,130

Nonprofit/Civic Org
$7,805

Since our launch in 1995, EWDC has never required payment from a family, school, or
community partner to participate in our programs. We believe that the ability to pay
should not be a barrier to the benefits reading can provide. That is why EWDC relies on
the incredible support of individuals, corporate partners, foundations, and others to
ensure we have the funds needed to help children thrive. 

Financial Support
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SUPPORT BREAKDOWN

Unaudited financials for FY23

GRANTS
RECEIVED

EVENT
SUPPORT

DONATIONS

$103,500$448,039 $281,412
INDIVIDUAL

DONORS

715
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CORPORATE DONORS ($1,000+)
Agricultural & Food Transporters Conference

Alston & Bird LLP
Altria

American Association of Crop Insurers
American Bankers Association

American Express
American Farm Bureau Federation

American International Automobile Dealers
Association

American Investment Council
American Resort Development Association

BASF Ag Solutions
Bunge North America
Business Roundtable

CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield (DC)
CBOE
CGCN

Charles River Associates
Chevron

CME Group

Consumer Brands Association
Croplife America Inc

DC Legislative and Regulatory Services
DCLRS

Deere & Company
DLA Piper

Ducks Unlimited
FIA

Google
International Dairy Foods Association

Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Lineage Logistics LLC
Michael Torrey Associates

Monument Advocacy
Monumental Sports and Entertainment

National Corn Growers Association
National Cotton Council

National Council of Farmers Cooperatives
National Retail Federation

Nordstrom
Nutrien
Pepco

Powers, Pyles, Sutter & Verville, PC
Renewable Fuels Association

Rural Community Insurance Co
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

The Russell Group Inc
Truist

U.S. Travel Association
UHY Advisors Inc.

USA Rice Federation
Van Metre Companies

Veritext Corp
Washington Fine Properties

Watkinson Miller PLLC
Waxman Strategies
White & Case LLP

Whole Foods
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati Foundation

INDIVIDUAL DONORS ($1,000+)
Hastie Afkhami
Amy Andryszak
Cesca Antonelli

Karen and Jim Beardsley
Dick Belanger (in memoriam)

Amy Bess
Joseph Breda
Donna Brown

Mike and Cathy Burton
Judy and Harold Caro

Clare Herington and Laurence Platt
Courtney and Scott Clark-Pastrick

Kayode Dada
K.C. Davis

Mark and Shari Director
Bruce and Lori Dubinsky

Susan Dunnings
Josh Eastright

Arielle Elliott
Barbara Faculjak

Tom and Mary Firth
Shaun Flanigan

Carmen Frazier-Brannan
Daniel Gerkin

David and Phyllis Gray
Gary Greenstein

Kimley Jean-Louis and Holland Diz
Scott Johnson

Erin Keegan
Tanya and Scott Kreter

Kelly Vielmo
Gerry Lamb and Mary McGann

William and Grace Liles
Emily Littleton

Mary and James Salander

Elizabeth Mastrogiacomo
Christopher McGee

Jeffrey and Dodie McKenzie
Maneesha Mithal
Jacqueline Moen

Stacy O'Mara
Pat O'Shea

Andrew Paciorek
Nick Pearson

Robert Portman
Karl Racine

Chris Randle
Hugh Redd

Garry Schweitz
Leighanne Scott
Andrew Shoyer
Thomas Sullard

Howard Woolley

FOUNDATION/OTHER SUPPORTERS ($1,000+)
Giving Back Fund Inc

Laird Youth Leadership Foundation
Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation

National Home Library Foundation
Nora Roberts Foundation

The Riecker Charitable Foundation
United Way Worldwide

THANK YOU TO OUR TOP-LEVEL SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS ($10,000+)

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Amazon - HQ2/DC

American Petroleum Institute
AT&T

BlackRock
Bloomberg Philanthropies

Capitol Hill Community Foundation

CoBank
CTIA

The Farm Credit Council
FGS Global
John Fish

John E. Fowler Foundation
General Motors

JBG SMITH

JLL
Luminescence Foundation Inc.

Richard Mintz
S3 Group

Jill and Mike Sommers
Venable LLP DC

Mark Young and Rachel Carren
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Meet EWDC

Richard Mintz
FGS Global

Stacy O'Mara
Mandiant

Mark Young
Ret i red Attorney

Jacquie Moen
EVERFI

Jessica Morr is
Amgen

Board of Directors
Ji l l  Sommers -  Chair
Potomak Global  Partners

Barbara Facul jak -  Secretary
Minerva Market ing

Martine Combal  
JLL

Chris  Cook -  Treasurer
Professional  Staff ,  U .S .  Senate

John Fish
Ret i red Gov 't  Relat ions Professional

Dan Gerkin
Kirk land & E l l is  LLP

Nick Pearson -  Chair  E lect
Google

Rob Portman -  General  Counsel
Powers Pyles Sutter  & Verv i l le  PC

Jared Binstock
Skadden,  Arps ,  S late ,  Meagher  & F lom LLP

Ariel le  E l l iott
Bloomberg Gov

Kimberly  Marcus
Monumental  Sports  & Enterta inment

EWDC Staff
Rody Baron
Director  of  Development

Tal ia  Ford
Program Associate

Carlotta General i
Senior  Manager ,  Grants and Impact

Jordi  Hutchinson
Execut ive Director

Yashika Okon
Senior  Programs Manager

David Wilks
Accountant  and Operat ions Manager

Chloe Parsons
Development Associate



@everybodywinsdc www.everybodywinsdc.orginfo@everybodywinsdc.org

1420 New York Ave NW, Suite 650, Washington, DC 20005 (202) 216-9467

Thank you to all our donors and volunteers.

We couldn't have done it
without your generous

support.

http://www.everybodywinsdc.org/
mailto:info@everybodywinsdc.org

